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Introduction

Introduction

Although Operation al-Aqsa Flood occurred in the final quarter of the period 
covered by this strategic report, it left a significant mark on the report, shaping 
its character. This war represents a pivotal moment in the history of Palestine, 
with profound effects, implications and connotations for the Palestine issue and 
its future.

The years 2022–2023 brought increased challenges and risks to the Palestinian 
front, particularly due to the presence of an Israeli government dominated by 
extreme right-wing and religious ideologies, determined to erase and liquidate 
the Palestine issue. This was further exacerbated by the weak leadership of the 
Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) and the Palestinian Authority (PA) in 
Ramallah, whose cooperation with the occupation, suppression of resistance, and 
obstruction of efforts to reconcile internal Palestinian divisions, have compounded 
the crisis. Additionally, Arab normalization with Israel intensified during these two 
years, further weakening the Palestinian position on the international stage.

Operation al-Aqsa Flood has restored Arab and international focus on the 
Palestine issue, reaffirmed the impossibility of bypassing it, and strengthened 
the Palestinian people’s support for the resistance. It further exposed the failure 
of the peace process. The operation dismantled the notion of Israeli security and 
deterrence, undermined the idea of Israel as a “safe haven” for Jews, and raised 
critical questions about Israel’s functional role as a regional enforcer and tool of 
Western influence. Operation al-Aqsa Flood provided unprecedented inspiration 
to the Ummah (Muslim nation) and freedom seekers worldwide by showing that 
the Zionist project can be challenged. It has placed Israel in its most isolated 
global position since its inception, where it now faces growing international 
condemnation. Despite the heavy sacrifices, particularly in the Gaza Strip (GS), 
and the brutal display of Israeli violence, the Palestinian people’s solidarity with 
the resistance became one of the defining features of this war.

***

This is the 13th volume in the Palestine Strategic Report (PSR) series, which 
has established itself as a key reference in Palestinian studies and has become 
indispensable for researchers, specialists and interested readers. PSR offers 
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extensive, accurate and well-documented information, presented within an 
objective and analytical framework that adheres to scientific research standards 
and methodologies, while also seeking to anticipate future developments. It 
provides a comprehensive analysis of the internal Palestinian situation, the Israeli 
scene, the paths of resistance and peace process, as well as the Arab, Islamic 
and international dimensions of the Palestine issue. Significant attention is also 
given to the land, Jerusalem, the holy sites, and the Palestinian demographic and 
economic conditions.

***

As per our established policy in previous editions of the report, the names of 
contributors, chapter titles and the titles of their research are listed at the beginning 
of the book, but not at the start of each chapter. This approach reflects the collective 
nature of the PSR and acknowledges that the editing of this report, as with all 
previous editions, goes beyond standard practices. Significant additions, revisions 
and updates have been made in certain chapters, making the responsibility for their 
final form a shared one.

We extend our gratitude to the experts who contributed to drafting the report, the 
consultants who revised its content, and the staff at al-Zaytouna Centre, including 
editorial assistants and archivists, for their significant role in providing materials, 
reviewing texts and ensuring the report meets the required standards.

Finally, praise be to Allah for the success of this report and its recognition as 
a specialized reference. We extend our gratitude to everyone who supported and 
encouraged the work behind it. We also welcome all constructive criticism, advice 
and suggestions.

Editor

Prof. Dr. Mohsen Mohammed Saleh






