


The Palestine 
Strategic Report

2022 – 2023

Al-Zaytouna Centre
For Studies & Consultations

Beirut - Lebanon



The Palestine Strategic Report 2022–2023

التقرير الا�ستراتيجي الفل�سطيني 2022–2023

Editor:

Prof. Dr. Mohsen Mohammad Saleh

First Published in 2024 by:

Al-Zaytouna Centre for Studies & Consultations

P.O. Box: 14-5034, Beirut, Lebanon

Tel: +961 21 803644

Tel-fax: +961 21 803643

ISBN 978-614-494-057-0

© All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in 
retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any means without the prior written 
permission of the publisher. For further information regarding permission(s), 
please write to: info@alzaytouna.net 

The views expressed in this book are those of the authors alone. They do not 
necessarily reflect views of al-Zaytouna Centre for Studies and Consultations.

Designed by:

Mr. Rabie Maarouf Murad

Printed by:

CA s.a.r.l. |Beirut, Lebanon| +961 1 30 44 44

https://eng.alzaytouna.net/
mailto:pr@alzaytouna.net
https://telegram.me/alzaytouna
https://soundcloud.com/alzaytouna-centre
https://wa.me/96181607181
https://twitter.com/ZaytounaCentre
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRX7oshbbYE9me-u6x-fPUg
https://www.linkedin.com/authwall?trk=bf&trkInfo=AQG_Ffiw6wQ76AAAAYMmusGI1PUlk67bD68y3K5v7VPhyYJafzpVcaEDbQfRI2egIe4QRlU1hdSBo8o8tiHBqiv7JN8ExV19LZv76g6iFNeiQIvhwCPibT6KLAMmkbOPj-c_Ics=&original_referer=&sessionRedirect=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompan
https://www.threads.net/@alzaytounacentre
https://www.instagram.com/alzaytounacentre/
https://www.facebook.com/AlZaytounaCentreEN
https://play.google.com/store/search?q=alzaytouna%20centre&c=books


Editor
Prof. Dr. Mohsen Mohammad Saleh

Consultants
Mr. Munir Shafiq
Prof. Dr. Nizam Barakat
Prof. Dr. Sami al-Arian

Contributors
Dr. Basem Jalal Elkassem
Ms. Fatima Hassan ‘Itani
Mr. Hani Mohammad ‘Adnan al-Masri
Ms. Iqbal Walid ‘Omeish 
Dr. Mohannad Mustafa
Prof. Dr. Mohsen Mohammad Saleh
Mr. Rabi‘ Mohammad al-Dannan 
Dr. Sa‘id Walid al-Haj
Mr. Sari ‘Orabi
Prof. Dr. Talal ‘Atrissi
Mr. Wael Ahmad Sa‘ad
Prof. Dr. Walid ‘Abd al-Hay

Translators
Mr. Baraa Zeidan
Ms. Baraah Darazi
Mr. Karim Traboulsi
Ms. Rana Sa‘adah 

Senior Language Editor
Ms. Rana Sa‘adah 

Assistant Editors
Ms. Fatima ‘Itani
Ms. Iqbal ‘Omeish
Ms. Rana Jarjour 

The Palestine Strategic Report 
2022 – 2023 T

he Palestine Strategic R
eport 2022 – 2023





Table of Contents

5

Table of Contents

Table of Contents .................................................................................................5
List of Tables ....................................................................................................... 11
List of Abbreviations .......................................................................................... 15
List of Contributors ........................................................................................... 17
Introduction ........................................................................................................ 25

Chapter One: The Internal Palestinian Scene
Introduction ........................................................................................................ 29
First: Overview of the Two Years ....................................................................... 29
Second: The PA Institutions and Performance .................................................... 33

1. Mohammad Shtayyeh Government ............................................................ 33
2. The PA Presidency and Judiciary ................................................................ 38

Third: Popularity Indicators and Public Action .................................................. 41
1. General Elections ........................................................................................ 41
2. Local Elections ........................................................................................... 41
3. Trade Unions ............................................................................................... 43
4. Student Councils ......................................................................................... 43
5. Popularity Indicators Based on Opinion Polls ............................................ 47
6. Summary of Popularity and Public Action ................................................. 48

Fourth: The PLO ................................................................................................ 49
Fifth: Other Palestinian Activities ....................................................................... 56

1. Popular Conference for Palestinians Abroad .............................................. 56
2. European Palestinians Conference.............................................................. 58
3. Palestinian Popular Conference – 14 Million ............................................. 59

Sixth: National Internal Relations and the Internal Conditions of
           Palestinian Factions .................................................................................. 61

1. Palestinian Reconciliation... Two Isolated Steps ........................................ 61
2. Fatah Movement.. Incomplete Arrangements ............................................. 65
3. Hamas.. Nothing New Except Operation al-Aqsa Flood ............................ 68



The Palestine Strategic Report 2022–2023

6

4. PIJ’s Elections... for the Second Time ........................................................ 70
5. PFLP… Reappointment of the Secretary-General...................................... 71
6. The DFLP Conferences and Resignations .................................................. 72
7. The PNI… The General National Conference ............................................ 73

Seventh: Security Coordination – A Constant in PA’s Policies ........................... 73
Conclusion .......................................................................................................... 80

Chapter Two: Palestinian Demographic and Economic Indicators
Introduction ........................................................................................................ 95
First: Demographic Indicators  ........................................................................... 95

1. The Palestinian Population Worldwide  ...................................................... 95
2. The Demographic Characteristics of the Palestinians ................................ 98
3. Palestinian Refugees ................................................................................. 109
4. Demographic Growth Trends ................................................................... 112
5. Palestinians Abroad and the Right of Return ............................................ 114

Second: Economic Indicators in WB and GS ................................................... 117
1. GDP in PA Territories (WB and GS) ........................................................ 119
2. GDP per Capita ......................................................................................... 123
3. Public Debt ............................................................................................... 127
4. The PA’s General Budget .......................................................................... 129
5. Work, Unemployment and Poverty  .......................................................... 132
6. Industrial Activity  .................................................................................... 137
7. Agricultural Activity  ................................................................................ 140
8. Trade ......................................................................................................... 142
9. External Financing and Foreign Aid  ........................................................ 146

Conclusion ........................................................................................................ 148

Chapter Three: The Land and the Holy Sites
Introduction  ..................................................................................................... 159
First: Islamic and Christian Holy Sites ............................................................. 159

1. Al-Aqsa Mosque  ...................................................................................... 159
2. Islamic Holy Sites in Jerusalem ................................................................ 176



Table of Contents

7

3. Islamic Holy Sites in the Rest of Palestine ............................................... 177
4. Christian Holy Sites in Jerusalem and Palestine ....................................... 180

Second: Population Under the Occupation ....................................................... 184
1. The Reality of the Demographic Battle .................................................... 184
2. Attempts to Expel the Palestinian Population ........................................... 186
3. The Policy of Assaults, Arrests and Deportation  ..................................... 189
4. Demolition of Houses and Structures  ...................................................... 192
5. Confiscation and Seizure of Jerusalemites’ Properties and Real Estate ... 193

Third: Development of Settlement Expansion in WB ...................................... 199
1. Land Confiscation ..................................................................................... 201
2. Demolition of Palestinian Homes and Structures ..................................... 202
3. The Separation Wall .................................................................................. 203
4. Barriers ..................................................................................................... 205

Conclusion ........................................................................................................ 207

Chapter Four: The Courses of Aggression, Resistance and the Peace Process
Introduction ...................................................................................................... 221
First: Resistance Operations and Escalation in WB  ........................................ 221
Second: Key Resistance Groups in WB ............................................................ 227

1. Jenin Battalion .......................................................................................... 227
2. Nablus Battalion (Lions’ Den) .................................................................. 228
3. Tulkarm Battalion ..................................................................................... 229

Third: GS Before Operation al-Aqsa Flood ..................................................... 230
1. Unity of the Arenas Battle (5–7/8/2022)................................................... 230
2. Revenge of the Free Battle (9–13/5/2023) ................................................ 232

Fourth: Operation al-Aqsa Flood and Israeli War on GS ................................. 232
1. The Execution of Operation al-Aqsa Flood .............................................. 232
2. The Strategic Implications of Operation al-Aqsa Flood  .......................... 233
3. Developments of the Battle and the War on GS ....................................... 235
4. Ground Offensive ..................................................................................... 241
5. Casualties .................................................................................................. 242
6. The WB During Operation al-Aqsa Flood ................................................ 248



The Palestine Strategic Report 2022–2023

8

7. Lebanon .................................................................................................... 249
8. Yemen ....................................................................................................... 252
9. Syria and Iraq ............................................................................................ 253
10. Tunnels in GS ......................................................................................... 253

Fifth: The Killed and Wounded ......................................................................... 256
Sixth: Prisoners and Detainees .......................................................................... 257
Seventh: Israeli GS Siege  ................................................................................. 261
Eighth: The Peace Process ................................................................................ 264

1. Operation al-Aqsa Flood and the Peace Process ...................................... 270
2. Will the “Two-State Solution” Materialize?  ............................................ 272
3. Challenges to the Peace Process  .............................................................. 273

Conclusion ........................................................................................................ 275

Chapter Five: The Israeli Scene
Introduction  ..................................................................................................... 289
First: The Internal Israeli Political Scene.......................................................... 289

1. The 25th Knesset Elections and Government Formation ......................... 289
2. Constitutional Changes ............................................................................. 293
3. The Repercussions of the Constitutional Reform Bill .............................. 294
4. The Failure of 7 October and the War on GS ........................................... 298
5. Formation of the Emergency Government ............................................... 299
6. Netanyahu’s Future and the War ............................................................... 301
7. The Israeli Debate over the War’s Objectives........................................... 302

Second: Demographic Indicators  ..................................................................... 304
Third: Economic Indicators .............................................................................. 310
Fourth: Military Indicators ............................................................................... 322

1. Appointments and Structural Changes ...................................................... 323
2. Manpower ................................................................................................. 323
3. Military Plans and Trends ......................................................................... 324
4. Military Maneuvers................................................................................... 327
5. Armaments and Arms Trade ..................................................................... 327
6. Military Budget ......................................................................................... 329



Table of Contents

9

Fifth: The Israeli Position on the Internal Palestinian Situation ....................... 331
Conclusion ........................................................................................................ 334

Chapter Six: The Palestine Issue and the Arab World
Introduction ...................................................................................................... 347
First: LAS Positions and the Arab Summit ....................................................... 347

1. Position on the Peace Process for the Palestine issue and the
    Resistance Project ..................................................................................... 347
2. The Position on Normalization ................................................................. 350
3. Internal Conflict and Reconciliation ......................................................... 350
4. The Position on Jerusalem ........................................................................ 351

Second: The Positions and Roles of Some Key Countries ................................ 352
1. Egypt ......................................................................................................... 352
2. Jordan ........................................................................................................ 362
3. Syria .......................................................................................................... 366
4. Lebanon .................................................................................................... 368
5. KSA and the Gulf States ........................................................................... 374
6. Iraq and Yemen ......................................................................................... 394
7. Sudan, Algeria, Morocco and other Arab Countries ................................. 398

Third: Arab Public Opinion and Its Directions ................................................. 413
Conclusion ........................................................................................................ 416

Chapter Seven: The Palestine Issue and the Muslim World
Introduction ...................................................................................................... 439
First: Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) ............................................ 439
Second: Türkiye ................................................................................................ 442
Third: Iran ......................................................................................................... 451
Fourth: Other Muslim Countries  ..................................................................... 463
Fifth: Muslim Public Engagement with the Palestine Issue  ............................ 470
Sixth: Normalization and Israeli Relations with Muslim Countries ................. 473
Conclusion ........................................................................................................ 477



The Palestine Strategic Report 2022–2023

10

Chapter Eight: The Palestine Issue and the International Situation
Section One: The International Situation Post-Operation al-Aqsa Flood ......... 489

Introduction ................................................................................................. 489
First: UN ...................................................................................................... 490

1. Security Council .................................................................................. 490
2. General Assembly ................................................................................ 492

Second: The US ............................................................................................ 492
Third: The Russian Federation .................................................................... 498
Fourth: The EU ............................................................................................ 499
Fifth: China .................................................................................................. 501
Sixth: India ................................................................................................... 502
Seventh: The African Union ........................................................................ 503
Eighth: International Public Opinion ........................................................... 504

1. US Public Opinion ............................................................................... 504
2. UK Public Opinion .............................................................................. 504
3. EU ........................................................................................................ 504

Ninth: The Future Scene .............................................................................. 507
Section Two: The International Situation Pre-Operation al-Aqsa Flood .......... 507

First: UN ...................................................................................................... 507
Second: The US ............................................................................................ 510
Third: The Russian Federation .................................................................... 515
Fourth: The EU ............................................................................................ 517
Fifth: China .................................................................................................. 518
Sixth: India ................................................................................................... 519
Seventh: Japan ............................................................................................. 520
Eighth: International Public Opinion ........................................................... 521
Ninth: Future Impact of Global Stances on Palestine .................................. 522

Index .................................................................................................................. 533



List of Tables

11

List of Tables

Table 1/2: Palestinian Population Worldwide Estimate by Place of Residence
                  at the End of 2022 and 2023 ..............................................................97

Table 2/2: Estimated Population Count in WB and GS by Governorate
                  2022–2023..........................................................................................99

Table 3/2: Selected Demographic Indicators of Palestinians in WB and GS ....103

Table 4/2: Selected Demographic Indicators of Palestinians by Residence  ....109

Table 5/2: UNRWA-RPs According to Their Area of Operation as of 30/6/2023 ...111

Table 6/2: Selected Demographic Indicators of UNRWA-RPs According
                  to Their Area of Operation 2022 ......................................................112

Table 7/2: Estimated Population Count of Palestinians and Jews in
                  Historic Palestine 2020–2030 ..........................................................113

Table 8/2: GDP in PA Territories 2018–2023 ....................................................120

Table 9/2: GDP in WB and GS 2018–2023 ......................................................121

Table 10/2: GDP Growth in the WB and GS 2018–2023 .................................122

Table 11/2: GDP in PA Territories and Israel 2018–2023 .................................122

Table 12/2: GDP per Capita in PA Territories 2018–2023 ................................124

Table 13/2: Average GDP per Capita in the WB and GS 2018–2023 ...............125

Table 14/2: GDP per Capita in the PA Territories and Israel 2018–2023 ..........126

Table 15/2: PA Government Public Debt 2018–2023 .......................................127

Table 16/2: PA Fiscal Operations 2018–2023 Cash Basis ................................130

Table 17/2: Distribution of Palestinians Aged 15 Years and Above in WB
                    and GS by Labor Force and Unemployment 2018–2023 ..............133

Table 18/2: Industrial GDP in PA Territories 2018–2023 .................................138

Table 19/2: Agricultural GDP in PA Territories 2018–2023 .............................140

Table 20/2: Commodity Trade Balance in PA Territories 2018–2023 ..............142

Table 21/2: Volume of Palestinian Trade, Exports and Imports in Goods
                    in PA Territories to/ from Selected Group of Countries 2021–2022 ...144



The Palestine Strategic Report 2022–2023

12

Table 22/2: External Financing to the PA 2018–2023 .......................................146

Table 1/3: Number of Settlers Storming al-Aqsa Mosque During Jewish
                  Holidays 2022–2023 ........................................................................165

Table 2/3: Israeli Attacks on the Ibrahimi Mosque 2022–2023 ........................178

Table 3/3: Ratio of Christians to Jerusalem’s Population 2014–2022  .............181

Table 4/3: Demographic Balance in Jerusalem 2019–2022 ..............................185

Table 5/3: Deportation and Ban Orders Against Jerusalemites 2022–2023 ......192

Table 6/3: Demolished Structures in Jerusalem 2018–2023 .............................193

Table 7/3: Israeli Forces and Settler Violations in WB 2022–2023  .................205

Table 1/4: Geographical Distribution of Palestinian Resistance Operations
                  2022–2023, According to Shabak ....................................................223

Table 2/4: Development of Resistance Action in WB 2020–2023 ....................224

Table 3/4: Development of Significant Operations by Type from 2020–2023 .... 224

Table 4/4: The Killed and Wounded Among Palestinians and Israelis in WB
                  and GS 2019–2023 ...........................................................................256

Table 5/4: Prisoners and Detainees in Israeli Prisons 2019–2023 ....................260

Table 6/4: Administrative Detainees 2019–2023 ..............................................261

Table 1/5: Results of the 23rd, 24th and 25th Knesset Elections ......................292

Table 2/5: Population of Israel – Selected Years ...............................................305

Table 3/5: Number of Jewish Immigrants to Israel 1990–2023 ........................308

Table 4/5: World Jewish Population by Country 2023......................................310

Table 5/5: Israeli GDP 2015 and 2020–2023 ....................................................312

Table 6/5: Israeli GDP per Capita 2015 and 2020–2023...................................313

Table 7/5: Budget Performance of Israeli Government Receipts and
                  Payments 2021–2023 .......................................................................315

Table 8/5: Total Israeli Exports and Imports 2020–2023 ..................................317

Table 9/5: Volume of Israeli Trade, Exports and Imports with Selected
                  Countries 2022–2023 .......................................................................319



List of Tables

13

Table 10/5: Israeli Exports by Commodity Group 2021–2023 .........................321

Table 11/5: Israeli Imports by Commodity Group 2021–2023 .........................321

Table 12/5: US Foreign Aid to Israel 1949–2023 .............................................322

Table 13/5: Actual Israeli Military Expenditures 2015–2023 ...........................330

Table 1/6: Israeli Exports and Imports with Some Arab Countries 2021–2023 ......393

Table 1/7: Israeli Trade Volume with a Number of non-Arab Muslim
                 Countries 2021–2023 ........................................................................476

Table 1/8: Discrepancy Between European Public Opinion and European
                  Governments on the Palestine Issue ................................................505

Table 2/8: European Public Opinion Regarding the Ceasefire
                  (Selected Countries) 10/11/2023–6/12/2023 ....................................506

Table 3/8: Voting on UN General Assembly Resolutions Regarding
                  the Palestine Issue at the 77th Session .............................................509

Table 4/8: Voting Coincidence with the US on the Palestine Issue...................518

Table 5/8: Percentage of Sympathizers with Israel and the Palestinians
                  in the US and Western European Countries 2023 ............................522





15

List of Abbreviations

AGPS Action Group for Palestinians of Syria
AIPAC American Israel Public Affairs Committee
AKP Justice and Development Party (Adalet ve Kalkınma Partisi)
ARIJ Applied Research Institute–Jerusalem
AU African Union
Balad National Democratic Assembly
BDS Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions Campaign
BJP Bharatiya Janata Party
CBR Crude Birth Rate
CBS Israel Central Bureau of Statistics
CDR Crude Death Rate
CEC Central Elections Commission
CENTCOM US Central Command
CRS Congressional Research Service
CWRC Colonization and Wall Resistance Commission
DFLP Democratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine
EU European Union
GCC Gulf Cooperation Council
GDP Gross Domestic Product
GIS General Intelligence Service
GS Gaza Strip
Hadash Democratic Front for Peace and Equality
IAA Israel Antiquities Authority
IAI Israel Aerospace Industries
ICC International Criminal Court
ICHR Independent Commission for Human Rights
ICJ International Court of Justice
INSS Institute for National Security Studies
ISA Israel Security Agency (Shabak)
KSA Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
LAS League of Arab States
MoU memorandum of understanding
NATO North Atlantic Treaty Organization

List of Abbreviations



The Palestine Strategic Report 2022–2023

16

OCHA UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 

OCHA-oPt United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs – 
occupied Palestinian territory

OIC Organisation of Islamic Cooperation
PA Palestinian Authority
PCBS Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics
PCC Palestinian Central Council
PCPA Popular Conference for Palestinians Abroad 
PEA Palestinian Engineers Association

PEGASE Mecanisme Palestino-Européen de Gestion et d’Aide Socio-
Economique

PFLP Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine
PIJ Islamic Jihad Movement in Palestine
PLC Palestinian Legislative Council
PLO Palestine Liberation Organization
PNC Palestine National Council
PNF Palestine National Fund
PNI Palestinian National Initiative
PPP Palestinian People’s Party
RC Refugee Camp 
RP Registered Person
STC Southern Transitional Council
Ta‘al Arab Movement for Renewal
UK United Kingdom
UN United Nations
UNESCO United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization

UNRWA United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in 
the Near East

US United States of America 
WB West Bank



17

List of Contributors

List of Contributors

Editor 

Mohsen Mohammad Saleh, Ph.D., is a professor of 
Palestine Studies, specialized in the historical, political 
and strategic fields. The General Manager of al-Zaytouna 
Centre for Studies and Consultations since 2004 and 
former head of Department of History and Civilization 
at the International Islamic University (IIUM), Malaysia. 
He was granted the Baital-Maqdis (Jerusalem) Award for 
Young Muslim Scholars in 1997 and the Excellent Teaching 
Award (College level), given by IIUM in 2002. He is the 
author of 16 books and 21 chapters of academic books on  
the Palestine issue, and the editor of more than 100 books 
and volumes, including: The Palestine Strategic Report
(13 volumes, 2005–2023), The Palestine Documents (7 volumes, 
2005–2011), and The Palestine Daily Chronicle (10 volumes, 
2014–2023), in addition to editing the Strategic Assessment 
Series (135 assessments). Saleh has published many 
peer-reviewed scientific studies and delivered presentations 
and interventions at over a hundred local and international 
conferences. As a regular contributor on Palestinian affairs to 
leading newspapers and websites, he has also given hundreds 
of interviews across television, radio and print media.

Contributors 
Sari ‘Orabi, a researcher on Arab and Islamic issues, 
particularly the Palestinian national movement, along with 
a keen interest in Islamic thought. He holds a Master’s 
Degree in Contemporary Arab Studies from Birzeit 
University, where his thesis focused on “Transformations of 
Ideology and Politics in the Palestinian National Movement: 
The Student Battalion as a Model.” ‘Orabi collaborates with 
several research centers and has authored numerous research 

Chapter One: 

The Internal 
Palestinian Scene 



The Palestine Strategic Report 2022–2023

18

papers, reports and position assessment studies. As a political 
analyst, he has appeared on Palestinian, Arab and international 
TV channels. He co-authored a book in a series that explores 
the concepts and terminologies related to the Palestine issue, 
and has published hundreds of articles, in both Arabic and 
English, addressing various intellectual and political topics.

Prof. Dr. Mohsen Mohammad Saleh
Iqbal Walid ‘Omeish, head of the Academic Editing Unit and 
a researcher at al-Zaytouna Centre, specializes in the Palestine 
issue. ‘Omeish contributed to the preparation of demographic, 
economic and educational indicators for several volumes of 
The Palestine Strategic Report series, and was also involved 
in preparing the Arabic book Gaza Strip: Development and 
Construction in the Face of Siege and Destruction. She 
participated in the editing of many al-Zaytouna books and 
publications. She contributed two chapters, “Economic 
Indicators for the Palestinian Authority 1994–2013” and 
“Human Development Under the Palestinian Authority” to the 
Arabic book: The Palestinian National Authority: Studies of 
the Experience and Performance 1994–2013. 

Basem Jalal Elkassem, Ph. D., a researcher specializing in 
the Palestine issue. He holds a Ph.D. in Political Science from 
Beirut Arab University and a Master’s degree in International 
and Diplomatic Relations from the Lebanese University. 
ElKassem serves as the head of the Archives and Information 
Department at al-Zaytouna Centre, and is the Editor-in-Chief 
of “Palestine Today” Newsletter. He is the author of the Arabic 
book Resistance Rockets in Gaza: A Palestinian Deterrent 
Weapon, and has published a refereed study entitled, The 
Israeli Strategy Towards the Syrian Crisis 2011–2018. 
Furthermore, he has contributed to the preparation of various 
Arabic studies and publications, including The Information 
Report series, the Information File series and the Arabic book 
Egypt Between Two Eras: Morsi and al-Sisi: A Comparative 

Chapter Two: 

Demographic 
and Economic 
Indicators 

Chapter Three: 

The Land and the 
Holy Sites 



19

List of Contributors

Study. Elkassem also contributed a chapter titled “The 
Establishment of the Palestinian National Authority” to the 
Arabic book: The Palestinian National Authority: Studies of 
the Experience and Performance 1994–2013. He has 
participated in several local and international conferences.

Fatima Hassan ‘Itani, a researcher specializing in Palestinian 
studies at al-Zaytouna Centre. She has contributed to the 
preparation of four books, including three volumes from the 
Am I Not a Human? series and Al-Jama‘ah Al-Islamiyyah in 
Lebanon: 1975–2000. She also contributed a chapter titled 
“Corruption in the Palestinian National Authority” to the 
Arabic book: The Palestinian National Authority: Studies of 
the Experience and Performance 1994–2013. In 2019, ‘Itani 
published a peer-reviewed academic study titled “Israeli Unit 
8200 and Its Role in Serving Israeli Espionage Technology.” 
In 2024, she published the academic paper “Examining Israeli 
Allegations of Atrocities by Resistance Forces in Operation 
al-Aqsa Flood on October 7th, 2023.” Additionally, ‘Itani 
co-prepared the Information Report series and co-edited 
several al-Zaytouna books and publications.

Rabi‘ Mohammad al-Dannan, a researcher specializing in 
the Palestine issue. He holds a BA degree in Arabic language 
and literature. He has been involved in the preparation and 
editing of The Palestine Daily Chronicle, published by 
al-Zaytouna Centre since 2014. Al-Dannan has contributed to 
the writing of several Arabic books issued by the Centre, 
most notably the Information Report series, the Information 
File series and the book Egypt Between Two Eras: Morsi and 
al-Sisi: A Comparative Study. He also contributed a chapter 
titled “The Palestinian Authority’s Policies Towards the 
Palestinian Resistance” to the Arabic book: The Palestinian 
National Authority: Studies of the Experience and 
Performance 1994–2013. Al-Dannan has also participated in 
various local and international conferences and seminars. 

Chapter Four: 

The Courses 
of Aggression, 
Resistance and the 
Peace Process 

* Israeli  
  Aggression 
  and Palestinian 
  Resistance



The Palestine Strategic Report 2022–2023

20

Hani Mohammad ‘Adnan al-Masri, an author, political 
analyst and journalist for Alquds newspaper. He previously 
wrote for al-Ayyam (Ramallah), Assafir (Beirut), al-Khaleej 
(al-Shariqa) and al-Hayat (London). Since 1980, he has been 
a member of the General Union of Palestinian Journalists 
and Writers and the Union of International Journalists. One 
of the founders and the general manager of the Palestinian 
Center for Policy Research and Strategic Studies— Masarat, 
a position he has held since April 2011. From 2005 till 2011, 
he served as the general manager of the Palestine Media, 
Research and Studies Centre—Badael. He also held the role 
of general director of the Department of Publication and 
Media Organizations Affairs at the Palestinian Ministry of 
Information 1995–2005. Al-Masri has published hundreds 
of articles, studies and research papers, and has been 
interviewed by numerous media outlets. He has contributed 
to various Arab and international conferences. Furthermore, 
he was a member of Board of Trustees of Yasser Arafat 
Foundation until 2021, and a consultant at the Palestinian 
Policies Network. 

Mohannad Mustafa, Ph.D. He holds a Ph.D. in Political 
Science from the University of Haifa. He serves as the 
General Manager of Mada al-Carmel – Arab Center for 
Applied Social Research and is head of the History 
Department at the Arab Academic Institute for Education at 
Beit Berl Academic College. He has published numerous 
studies and books on Israeli and Palestinian affairs, in 
Arabic, English and Hebrew. He co-authored two Arabic 
books The Palestinians in Israel: The Policies of Indigenous 
Minority in the Ethnic State (2009) and Israel’s Foreign 
Policy Towards the Emerging Powers: Turkey, India, China 
and Russia (2010). 

Prof. Dr. Mohsen Mohammad Saleh
Iqbal Walid ‘Omeish

* The Peace  
   Process

Chapter Five: 

The Israeli Scene 

* The Internal  
   Israeli Political  
   Scene

* Israeli  
  Demographic  
  and Economic  
  Indicators



21

List of Contributors

Dr. Basem Jalal Elkassem

Wael Ahmad Sa‘ad, a specialized researcher in the 
Palestine studies. He is the author of the book: Al-Hisar 
(The Siege), and has contributed to the preparation and 
editing of several Arabic publications, including 
Al-Zaytouna’s annual The Palestine Documents series, The 
Palestinian National Authority: Studies of the Experience 
and Performance 1994–2013, Conflict of Wills Between 
Fatah and Hamas and Other Relevant Parties, Security 
Developments in the Palestinian Authority 2006–2007, and 
Critical Assessments of the Experience of Hamas and Its 
Government 2006–2007. He has also participated in 
numerous local and international conferences and seminars. 

Rabi‘ Mohammad al-Dannan
Dr. Basem Jalal Elkassem

Sa‘id Walid al-Haj, an author and a specialized researcher 
in Turkish studies and issues related to the Arab and Muslim 
region. A Palestinian physician, who graduated from 
Hacettepe University in Istanbul. He has authored hundreds 
of articles for prominent newspapers and well-known 
Arabic websites. Additionally, he has published numerous 
research papers on Turkish affairs in leading research 
centers. Al-Haj is the author of the Arabic book The Turkish 
Arab Relations: Prospects and Challenges (2016) and 
contributed a chapter titled “Turkey and the Arab World in 
the Justice and Development Term” to the book The 
Experience of Justice and Development of Governance, 
published by SETA Foundation for Political, Economic and 
Social Research in 2018. He has participated in numerous 
seminars, and both local and international conferences, and 
has been interviewed by various media outlets on Turkish 
and Palestinian affairs. 

* Israeli Military  
  Indicators

Chapter Six: 

The Palestine 
Issue and the Arab 
World

* Türkiye

Chapter Seven: 

The Palestine Issue 
and the Muslim 
World



The Palestine Strategic Report 2022–2023

22

Wael Ahmad Sa‘ad

Talal ‘Atrissi, Ph.D., a former dean of Higher Institute 
of Doctorate and the Faculty of Social Sciences at the 
Lebanese University, as well as the former director-general 
of the Center for Strategic Studies in Beirut. He is currently 
a sociology professor at the Lebanese University and 
serves as a scientific and academic advisor at Al Maaref 
University. ‘Atrissi is a researcher specializing in Middle 
Eastern issues and a lecturer at the Command and Staff 
College of the Lebanese Army. He is also a member of 
several scientific and consultative committees at Lebanese 
and Arab research centers. He has published numerous 
studies and research papers in both Arab and international 
journals and has participated in regional and international 
conferences on cultural, political and social issues in 
the Middle East. Furthermore, he is the author of several 
books in Arabic, including Islam and Political Thought: 
Democracy –The West– Iran (et al.; 2003), The Geostrategy 
of the Iranian Hill: Problems and Alternatives (2009), 
Supporting Marginalized Groups: Civil Society Experience 
in Supporting the Families of Prisoners (2014), The Image 
of Germany in the Arabic School History Books (2016), and 
Between Two Awakenings: Political Islam in a Transformed 
Middle East (2020). 

Walid ‘Abd al-Hay, Ph.D., former professor of Political 
Sciences at Yarmouk University in Jordan. He has taught at 
various Arab universities, and serves on the board of trustees 
at al-Zaytoonah University of Jordan, the National Center 
For Human Rights (NCHR) in Jordan, and Irbid National 
University. In addition to his teaching career, ‘Abd al-Hay 
has held leadership roles, including serving as the head of 
the Political Science Department at Yarmouk University, 

* Organisation 
  of Islamic 
  Cooperation

* Iran

Chapter Eight: 

The Palestine 
Issue and the 
International 
Situation 



23

List of Contributors

and acting as a consultant to the Higher Media Council and 
the Board of Grievances in Jordan. He has authored 37 
books in Arabic, primarily focusing on theoretical and 
applied studies in futures research. His notable works 
include: Futuristic Studies in International Relations; 
Futuristic Studies in Political Sciences; Methods of 
Futuristic Studies and Their Applications in the Arab World; 
The Futuristic Status of China in the International Power 
Scale 1978–2010; and Iran: The Future of Regional Status 
2020. ‘Abd al-Hay has also translated numerous books and 
studies from English into Arabic, and has published over 
120 research articles in peer-reviewed academic journals. 





25

Introduction

Introduction

Although Operation al-Aqsa Flood occurred in the final quarter of the period 
covered by this strategic report, it left a significant mark on the report, shaping 
its character. This war represents a pivotal moment in the history of Palestine, 
with profound effects, implications and connotations for the Palestine issue and 
its future.

The years 2022–2023 brought increased challenges and risks to the Palestinian 
front, particularly due to the presence of an Israeli government dominated by 
extreme right-wing and religious ideologies, determined to erase and liquidate 
the Palestine issue. This was further exacerbated by the weak leadership of the 
Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) and the Palestinian Authority (PA) in 
Ramallah, whose cooperation with the occupation, suppression of resistance, and 
obstruction of efforts to reconcile internal Palestinian divisions, have compounded 
the crisis. Additionally, Arab normalization with Israel intensified during these two 
years, further weakening the Palestinian position on the international stage.

Operation al-Aqsa Flood has restored Arab and international focus on the 
Palestine issue, reaffirmed the impossibility of bypassing it, and strengthened 
the Palestinian people’s support for the resistance. It further exposed the failure 
of the peace process. The operation dismantled the notion of Israeli security and 
deterrence, undermined the idea of Israel as a “safe haven” for Jews, and raised 
critical questions about Israel’s functional role as a regional enforcer and tool of 
Western influence. Operation al-Aqsa Flood provided unprecedented inspiration 
to the Ummah (Muslim nation) and freedom seekers worldwide by showing that 
the Zionist project can be challenged. It has placed Israel in its most isolated 
global position since its inception, where it now faces growing international 
condemnation. Despite the heavy sacrifices, particularly in the Gaza Strip (GS), 
and the brutal display of Israeli violence, the Palestinian people’s solidarity with 
the resistance became one of the defining features of this war.

***

This is the 13th volume in the Palestine Strategic Report (PSR) series, which 
has established itself as a key reference in Palestinian studies and has become 
indispensable for researchers, specialists and interested readers. PSR offers 
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extensive, accurate and well-documented information, presented within an 
objective and analytical framework that adheres to scientific research standards 
and methodologies, while also seeking to anticipate future developments. It 
provides a comprehensive analysis of the internal Palestinian situation, the Israeli 
scene, the paths of resistance and peace process, as well as the Arab, Islamic 
and international dimensions of the Palestine issue. Significant attention is also 
given to the land, Jerusalem, the holy sites, and the Palestinian demographic and 
economic conditions.

***

As per our established policy in previous editions of the report, the names of 
contributors, chapter titles and the titles of their research are listed at the beginning 
of the book, but not at the start of each chapter. This approach reflects the collective 
nature of the PSR and acknowledges that the editing of this report, as with all 
previous editions, goes beyond standard practices. Significant additions, revisions 
and updates have been made in certain chapters, making the responsibility for their 
final form a shared one.

We extend our gratitude to the experts who contributed to drafting the report, the 
consultants who revised its content, and the staff at al-Zaytouna Centre, including 
editorial assistants and archivists, for their significant role in providing materials, 
reviewing texts and ensuring the report meets the required standards.

Finally, praise be to Allah for the success of this report and its recognition as 
a specialized reference. We extend our gratitude to everyone who supported and 
encouraged the work behind it. We also welcome all constructive criticism, advice 
and suggestions.

Editor

Prof. Dr. Mohsen Mohammed Saleh






